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< very weary and siek, and
awne and rest pottting the winle
=izn of lis sickness, ad shivering
I with Inm a man from Pastolik
oot \q'-_:-ul' and moany and vain
ous they asked bhim concerning lis
man from Pastolik, who was eadbad
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- Voud when Wardok
t ol wonld be well h
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wshed, * And then
rest ot move not?
Conrtinpadle e askad, < And
may I orest -"lll"l move iy g,
1 winl cappeared very

- i dowrkedd  whout him
i vy s, e noted the
ng steencth. of Tvan's

1 ned nobed, with satisfaetion, that Tvan did not

ricoefize o as the man he had beaten before the

raies of the fort, It was a strange following his

I There were Slavonian hunters, fair-

mwmed wed mghtyv-museled: short, squar Finns, with

d round  faees; Siberian  half-broods,

whose nose=s were more like eagle-beaks: and lean,

slinteevod mon, who bore in their veins the Moneol
wodd Tartar Blood w8 well as the blood of the Slav

Wild wdventurers they were, foravers and destrovers

from the fur Lands bevond the Sea of Behring, who

blasted the new and unknown world with fire and
sword and clitehed greedily for its wealth of fur and
lnde.  Negore looked upon them with satiglaetion
and in hi¢ mind’e eve he saw them erushed and lifeless

CVEes =aw

al toe passiage up the rocks.  Aud ever be saw, wauit-
ing for him at the passuge up the rocks, the face and
the torm of Oona, and ever e heard her voice in ins ears
and felt the soit, warm glow of her eyves.  But never
did e torget o shaver, or to stumble where the footing
Wis rough, or to ery wloud ut the bite of the lashy,
Visop e was afraad of Iarduk, for he knew nm for
noctrue man. His was a false exe and an easy tongue

A tongue oo edsy, he Juuged, tor the awkwardness
o honest :-;u't‘l'lt. -

Al that day they marched.  And on the next,

Len harduk  asked Nim at command of Ivan, he
<ordd that e dounbied they would meet with his tribe
he tnorrow But bvan, who had onee been shown
toe oway by Old Kinoos, and bad found that way to
weh the white water and @ deadly Light, be-
sl nn mere in anvthing,  So when they came to o
~J np the rocks, he halted lns torty men, and

b harduk demanded if the way were olear.
cerore looked at it shortly and carclessly, It was
o cus shide that broke the steaieht wadl o ooelil, and

= overrun with brush and ereeping planrs, where a
e ol trehes could have lain well Toaden
He shiook tus head, SNav, there be potiong tnere, ™
Le smd. “The way is clear” )

win Ivan spoke to Ioardok, and Karduk said:

“lhonow, strange hrovler, if thy tadk be not straieht,
and if thy people Hoek (he way ad fall upon Iviun
and his men, that thon shoadr die, and o onee””

“My tadk is straogh gore said. " The way
i= clear.,” .

Sull Tvan douhbted

af two of his =Livonian

hanters. to = iy Pwo other mien lie ordered
to- the iide of Now Vhieow placed thedr guns agninst
his Lregst and weetsd VI waitied Vvid  Negore
bttew. e arrow flv, or one spear be flong,
that sl Feome upon him, The two Slav-
antan hu |:]n\_|l'1l till thiey Zrew <tadl nnd
stiadler Hi ‘.in'_\ renched the top ud waved
tieir il was well, they were hke black
SYH fiee sk,

I veres lowirred from Nosor's hiresist, and
1 - ordoer for his men to go forward.  Tvan

=t in thpught,  For an nour be marehed,

pareslisdd, and then, throueh Karduk s mouth,
Negore:

didst thou know the we

ast ook so bretly upon ir?

core thought of the lindde hirds he had  seen

el among the rovks awd upon the boshies, and

fed, 1t was 3o simple; but he shirngged his shoulders

wis elear when
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“THE DAUGHTER OF OLD KINOOS MATES NOT WITH A COWARD.™

and made no answer,  For he was thinking, Tikewise,
of another passage up the roeks, to which thev wounld
soon ecome, and where the little birds would all he
gone,  And he was glad that Karduk eame from the
Great Foe Sea, where there were no trees or bushes
and where men learned water-cenft instead of land-eraft
and wood-eraft

Three hours later, when the sun rode overhead, they
came to annther nassage up the roeks, and Karduk said:

“Look with all thine eves, strange hrother, nnd see
il the wav he elear, for Ivan is not minded this time
to wait while men go up before.”

Negore looked, and he looked with two men by his
side, their runs resting against his breast. He saw
that the little birds were all gone, and once he saw

the glint of sun-light on a ritle-barrel.
of Oonn, sad of her words: “And when the fighting
lieging, it is for thee, Negore, to crawl secretly away
so that thou be not slain.”

He felt the two guns pressing on his breast. This

And he thought

was not the way she had planned,  There would be no

crawling seerctly awny.  He would be the first to die

when the fighting began.  But he said, and his voice

was steady, and he still feipned to see with dull eves

and to slover from his sickness: :
lhe way is clear.”

Aungd they started up, Ivan and his forty men from
the far lands |u-}'n1|l| the =en of “I'Ill’ill].{'.' And thers
was Iarduk, the man from Pastolik, and Negore, with
thie two guns always upon him. v was a long climl,
and they conld not go fust; but very fast to Negore
wid to approneh the midway point where top
s near than bottom.

A gun eravked among the rocks to the rght, and
Negore heard the war-vell of all his trilie, and for an
instant saw the rocks and bushies bristle alive with Lis
kintolk.  Then he felt torn asunder by s burst of flame
hiot Ilti'l-lmh his Ill'il:j:. and as he fell I knew the _-&ll.'lrll
pungs ol lifes a8 it wrepelios at the Hesh to b free.

B ln’j.:r'lp]n'l] lis Bife with o miser's elutel and
would wot let it go.  He still breathed the air, which
bit fis lungs with & painful sweetness; and dimly he
saw und Leard, with Jri== = s of blindness and
deafness, the flushes of sight and sound again, wherein
L= =aw Lhe hunters of Tvan falling to their deaths, and
Lis own brothers frnging the carnage aud filling the
pir with the tumult of their eries and weapons, and,
r:tl’ :||-|'\'¢" Illi' wolnen .'1.IH| I'Iliilll"i‘l’l ltu..-ir:j,: 'llu' griat
rocks that leaped like things alive and thundered
down,

The sun danced above him o in the =ky, the huge
walls reeled snd swung, and still he heard and saw
dimly.  And when the great Ivan fell neross his legs,
hurled there lifeless und erushed by o down-rushing
rovk, he remembered the blind eyes of Old Kinoos and
was glad,

Then the sounds died down, and the rocks no longer
thmndered past, and he saw his tribespeople ereeping
(']n:ﬂv :|l||| |‘|l-.~4'1‘, & -n':lriT!lI the l\ll!l!llfl'll HEd l|ll'_\' Cine,
And near to Lim ‘u- heard the senille of o mighty
Slavoninn hufter, loth to die, and, half upnsen; borne
back and down by the thirsty spears,

Then he saw above him the face of Qonn, and felt
whout him the arms of Cona; and for o moment  the
stun steadied and stood still, and the great walls were
upright and moved not.

“Thou art a brave man,
Negore,” he heard her say in
his ear; “thou art my man,
.\l'u'urt',”

And in that moment le
lived all the life of gladness
of which she had told him,
and the luughter and the songe;
and nz the sun went out of
the sky above him, as in lis
aold age, he knew the memory
of her was swe And a3
even  the memories dimmed
and died in the darkness that
fell wpon him, he knew in her
arms the fulfillment of all the
ease and rest she had prom-
ised him.  And as black night
wrapped around him, his head
upon her breast, he felt a
great peace steal about him,
and he was aware of the hush
of many twilights and the
mystery of silence.

He Needed Help

Teddy's  pravers  alwayvs
mulml."‘(in-l hloss  muamima
and  papa, and make me a
good little boy!"”  But some-
times Teddy was not a good
little bov at all.  One day he
was =0 nanghty that his father
gpanked him, his mother put
him on a chair for an hour,
s and hig nurse gave warning.
Teddy liked being naughty,
but Tie was not enthusinstic
over the consequences, so he
decided to be good, if he conld.
He got down on his knees this
day and praved, *Dear God,
bless mamma and papa, and
help me to he a good little
hov—and for Heaven’s sike
help me—thistime—will you?”

At Her Word
Se: Don't you think it is very poor taste to kiss

in publie? X
IIh:: Undoubtedly, but, if vou will allow me, I

know a charming sheltered nook!
SHE: Sir!

Too Greal a Risk
Saitr: Why did Rounder shriek for help whi he

had determined to drown? . )
Joxgs: He said that all his past life eame
hefore him and he thought he'd wait a bis.

It is not well to do your best when doing wour-friends.




